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Plague Lord Inspecting Four Borders, Preliminary Study of the Daitian
Xunshou Ritual in Taiwan
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Abstract

The cult of the Plague Lord (Wangye) has a significant following in Taiwan. The Daitian Xunshou
ritual associated with the cult is especially notable. This ritual derives from an imagining of an ancient
bureaucratic system, in which local officials receive an envoy from heaven, the Plague Lord. Details
and customs of the ritual vary from one locality to another. In this article, I present data from my field
study to sketch an outline of the Daitian Xunshou ritual in Taiwan. I describe features of individual
regions, give an account of the ritual scenario, and discuss its fundamental meanings, so as to offer a
preliminary understanding of the ritual in question.
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Figure 1. Distribution map of temples in Taiwan regularly welcoming

the kings.
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Table 1. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court on the 18th day in the 6th month of the Lunar Calendar, conducted at

Dongshi, Chiayi.
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Figure 2. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuan Temple, Dongshi.
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Figure 4. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuan Altar, Zhongzhou.
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Figure 3. Welcoming the kings performed by
Youtian Temple, Shangliao, Dongshi.
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Figure 7. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuxing Temple, Xinan, Taibao
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Figure 8. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Baoan Temple, Yuliao, Taibao.
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Figure 9. Patrolling the south and the north
conducted by Shoutian Temple,
Aogu, Dongshi (Wang Ling — The
King’ s Decree).
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Figure 10. Inviting the kings to patrol the south
and the north conducted at Tugao,
Shuishang (preparing the kings’
seats).
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Table 3. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted regularly at Beimen area.
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B RR ¢ IR

AE 13 IIFEEFEREAZXT

Figure 13. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Dongxing Temple, Xidi, Beimen.
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Table 4. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted regularly at Fucheng area, Tainan.
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Figure 14. Bidding the kings farewell conducted by Sanlaoye Figure 15. Bidding the kings
Temple. farewell conducted by
Baoyu Temple.
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Figure 16. Sailors’ Rite conducted by Wude
Temple, Anping.

B A 2R - R R At

FpOsE © EAEE TARRKY  BXBW

SRKTEEMY » 7E 1984 LS SERF » il
WITR R HE UGS — 4~ K T4 B
B TIEAE ™ EREM ETIEAR -
DIk BB ®EEMETAE - 55 (N) F4E
% GIEXAFE "FEE Y REEE&HE
R TAEAG Gid) - 558 g AH B
SEIETAE » SHIMEHE R Al RE R EL B0
B o R H CHEAERRBAFE - 1F R
FTERIES o B E e ik DB T /K
F&, - HFRBEMRSNEFE  WEGE
BT 40 55 = P ZE < B &R A BRI 7K
FlAIIZKEH - MRk &R
TS R R LR -

AB 17 RFREEE TIE5EK

Figure 17. “Presenting firewood and rice”
ceremony conducted by Tianlong
Altar, Anping.
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Table 5. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted regularly at Wanli and Xishu.
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Figure 18. The king’s boat patrol conducted by
Wannian Temple, Wanli.
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Figure 19. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Macheng Temple, Wanli.
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The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the

Heavenly Court conducted occasionally at Xinfeng area.
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Figure 20. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Shanxi Temple, Guanmiao.
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Figure 21. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Jian Temple, Xinying.
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Table 7. The communities that conducted “You Wang Gong” (inviting the kings to patrol the
neighborhood on behalf of the Heavenly Court) at Neihai area, Jiuzhuang.
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Table 8. The temples that conducted “wang jiao” (the kings’ ceremony) frequently at Jiading area.
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Figure 22. Bidding the kings farewell conducted

by Cifu Temple, Jiading.
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Figure 23. The 36 imperial scholars invited by
Sanging Temple, Jiading.
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Figure 24. Bidding the kings farewell conducted Figure 25. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Sanshan Guowang Temple, by Linshui Temple, Kaohsiung.
Yancheng.
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Table 9. The temples that conducted “wang jiao” (the kings’ ceremony) regularly at Southern Pingtung

area.
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Figure 26. The origami cranes used to invite Figure 27. “Passing the blue knife alley”
the kings made by Delong Temple, conducted by Daitianfu, Xizhou.
Fenggang.
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Table 10. The temples that conducted the biding the kings farewell ceremony regularly at Northern
Pingtung area.
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Figure 28. Bidding the kings farewell conducted

by Citian Temple, Xinwei.
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Figure 29. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Zhenxi Temple, Pingtung City (the

kings’ furnace).
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Figure 30. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Zhongyi Temple, Tamshui.
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Figure 31. The floating kings’
boat.
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Figure 32. The deities on the floating king’s boat (1903).
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Figure 33. Presenting foodstuffs in spring,
conducted by Dongxing Temple,
Lukang.
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Figure 34. Presenting foodstuffs in spring,

conducted by Dongxing Temple,
Lukang.
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Table 11. The temples involved in bidding the kings farewell — Wu Nian Qian Sui farewell with the
king’s boat in “Da ke nien” (every three years).
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AE 35 TEMEEREET
Figure 35. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Qingan Temple, Xinzhuang, Tuku.
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Figure362. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Zhensheng Temple, Xiagiaotou,
Mialiao.
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Figure 37. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuhai Temple, Tongpan.
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Figure 38. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuhai Temple, Tongpan (feasting
the sedan chair carrier).
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Table 12. The temples involved in bidding the kings farewell in the Penghu area.
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Figure 39. Bidding the kings farewell conducted

by Fuhai Temple, Tongpan (feasting
the sedan chair carrier).
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Figure 40. Dotting the eyes of the kings’
boat conducted by Cide Temple,
Houputou, Kinmen.
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